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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
  

I wrote this a few years ago and I still think it is meaningful.   
What did you give up for Lent this year?  That is a question I 
sometimes get asked.  Well I will be honest, I did not give 
up anything for Lent. 
Why do some people ask that question?  At one-time part of 
the way you celebrated Lent was to give up some of your 
luxuries, and possibly fasting for Lent.  One of the best 
known was no meat on Friday’s (McDonalds Filet-o-Fish 
sandwich).  Some of you even went to school and had fish 
on Friday’s as part of Lent. 
Why do something like that when we are not Catholic you 

may ask.  But it is not just a Catholic thing, it was a Christian thing to deny yourself 
something that mattered to you to help you focus on the purpose of Lent.  The 
mediation on Christ’s Suffering and death on our behalf. 

But let us be honest, there is nothing we can really do during Lent that even 
matches what Christ did is there?  There is no food we can give up; no luxury we can 
give up that even comes close. 

So why do we even celebrate Lent?  To remind us once again of who we are.  We 
are sinful human beings in need of a Savior.  Let me say it again, we are sinners in 
need of a Savior. 

We live in a world that talks about empowerment, self-reliance, pull yourself up by 
the boots.  All things that lead us away from God. We often forget who we are and 
what we are.  Lent is a time to remember and reflect on that fact.  It grounds us in 
remembering exactly why Jesus came. 

As the Gospel says we have in mind the things of Man not of God.  Lent is one of 
those times that tries to draw us back to having the things of God on our minds. 

So what are some practical things we can give up for Lent.   
I still like the old stand by Brussel Sprouts, and Broccoli.  But to me that is not much 

of a sacrifice.  Some have tried giving up coffee, the internet, instant messaging, 
facebook, etc.  That is closer to what we mean by giving something up that matters to 
us. 

But here is something that we really should give up for Lent, self.  Until we give up 
self for Lent, we will never really understand God’s call to us to pick up His cross and 
bear it. 

The Gospel lessons this year for Lent ask some tough questions of us, and I think 
they really need to be listened to.  Are we willing to listen?  Are we willing to put 
ourselves on the back burner, and put Him first? 

You see to me that is the key to Lent.  Realizing that God is everything and I am 
nothing.  Once we do that I think we have Lent pretty well nailed down.  But it is not 
easy. For many of us we have been trying to do it all of our lives and don’t have it yet.  

But that is OK.  We are His work in process.  That is what Lent is for! 
  

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Marshall 
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OTHER NEWS 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Sunday Average Attendance for 
February– 38 
 
Sunday Average Attendance online 
for February— 38 
 
February Online   
 Views 31 
 
February Offerings—— $16706.00 

Baptismal 
Anniversaries for 
the month of 
March 
 
Charleen Weathers 
Julie Shorts 
Pat Parsley 
Arleen Parsley 
Kaye Meins 
Reese Edgerly 

Wednesday, March 1st, 6:30 Mid-week Lenten 1 

 Worship 

Wednesday, March 8th, 6:30 Midweek Lenten 2 
Worship 

Wednesday, March 15th, 6:30 Midweek Lenten 3 
Worship 

Wednesday, March 22nd, 6:30 Midweek Lenten 4 
Worship 

Wednesday, March 29th, 6:30 Midweek Lenten 5 
Worship 

Sunday, April 2nd, 10:45 Palm Sunday Worship 

Thursday, April 6th, 6:30 Maundy Thursday 
 Worship 

Friday, April 7th,   6:30 Good Friday Worship 

Sunday, April 9th, 9:30 Easter Breakfast 

 10:00 Easter Egg Hunt 

 10:45 Easter Celebration  
  Worship 

Sunday School 
Attendance for the 
month of January 

Adults:  
Phyllis Dunger 
Pat Baughman 
Margaret Alexander 
John Alexander 
Don Richter 
Tricia Jacobs 
Susan Marshall  
Donna Marshall 
Bill Witt 

Birthdays for the  
month of March 
2 Maribeth Floyd 
3 Arleen Parsley 
3 Eddie Parsley 
5 Phyllis Dunger 
7 Margaret Alexander 
12 Barbie Parsley 
20 Jeffery Bunting 
25 Don Richter 
26 Maxine Malone 
29 Tricia Jacobs 
If we forgot you, we 
apologize, it means we 
most likely don’t have it. 
Please see that the 
office receives it. 
Thanks 
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LWML NEWS 
 

Mary Guild met on February 9, 2023 with ten 
members and Pastor Marshall present.  Arleen 
Parsley opened the meeting with a devotion 
entitled, "Being Who You Are. . ."  Many of us try 
to deny who we are but Mary claimed who she 
was--a wife, a mother whom all generations 
would call blessed, a woman of God and 
more.  We are to give glory to God because He 
has made us who we are--His children, blessed 
by Him in so many ways. 

 
After the officers' reports, Kaye Meins 

presented a summary from the annual board 
meeting which was held via the internet this 
year.  There will be a Christian Life retreat 
September 15-17 at Mt. Eagle near Clinton, 
Arkansas.  More information will be supplied as 
the date for the retreat gets closer.   Mitzi Dixon 
from Gillette will represent our Zone at the 
National LWML Convention this summer.  Erin 
Foster is the alternate representative.  The 
Spring Fling (takes the place of the Spring Rally) 
is to be in DeWitt/Gillette.  More information later 
from DeWitt/Gillette guild. 

 
Our mission project for February was a 

monetary donation to Lutheran Indian 
Ministries.  We collected $250. 

 
In March, Phyllis Dunger will have the 

devotion, Pastor Marshall will present the topic 
and Arleen Parsley is the hostess.  The mission 
project is a monetary gift for Lutheran World 
Relief.  We hope to be able to buy two goats 
which will go to a family in order to bring more 
income to their household. 

 
We closed with the League Pledge. 

 
Submitted by 
Kaye Meins

ESTHER GUILD 
 

Beginning in January LWML’s Esther 
Guild changed to a Mailbox Member 
program. We have 15 ladies participating. 
This program is designed to reach ladies 
who want a role in the activities of LWML 
but cannot come to a regular, in person, 
meeting. Information is sent out monthly 
via email to each lady with devotions, 
projects, and news about the LWML. So 
far, emails have been sent in January and 
February. 

In January, a devotion on New Year’s 
resolutions, was provided along with book 
marks to color and keep or to send to 
friends. In February, a bible study was 
provided along with a devotion, and news 
about LWML reaching its national mites 
goal for the current biennium. 

In March we will have our quarterly 
fellowship after church on March 26th at 
Momma’s Diner, a local restaurant in the 
shopping center at the corner of 28th and 
Catalpa. Whether or not signed up for the 
Mailbox Member program, all ladies are 
welcome. Please let Erin know if you are 
planning to attend. 

If you have signed up to participate but 
have not seen one or both emails, please 
let Erin Foster know and she can resend 
the information to you. If you are 
interested in being a Mailbox Member, 
please contact Erin Foster at 
emboggan@gmail.com or 870-692-5011. 
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TRINITY WEBSITE UPDATE 
  

Our website has been updated to include access to the live stream of our worship and bible 
studies.  Go to www.trinitylutheranpb.org, under the Menu on the right hand side click on the 
You Tube Live Stream.  Then click You Tube Video. When we are live you can watch it there. 

If you want to watch the recording click on Social Media at the top right, click the YouTube 
address.  That will take you to our YouTube channel.  Once there click “Live” on the page, and 
there you can see the recordings. 

  

UPDATE ON OUR BROADCAST 

Some of our watchers may wonder why we aren’t broadcasting on Facebook anymore.  Well on 

Christmas Day facebook’s bots decided to ban us from broadcasting for a month, or reasons we 

will not say. Of course there is no way to contact them so we needed to find another way to 

broadcast.  So we went to youtube and started broadcasting there. We are broadcasting on 

Zoom and then share on youtube from there. Here is the direct link to our youtube or you can do 

as Erin mentioned above. https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnkah2JqGwLDiudmTBDQaGQ  

http://www.trinityowr.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCnkah2JqGwLDiudmTBDQaGQ
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Trinity Lutheran Church 

4200 Old Warren Road 

Pine Bluff, AR   71603 

Tel. No. (870) 534-4316 

Fax. (870) 534-5494 

Return Service Requested 

Recipient’s Name 

Street Address 

City State   95555 

Trinity Lutheran Church Pine Bluff, Arkansas 

www.facebook.com/trinityowr 


