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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
I want to take a moment to talk about a civil holiday this month instead of a religious one. 
 
Of course, for September the civil holiday is Labor Day. Labor Day, (or Labour Day for you 

anglophiles and Canadians) came about in the late 1800’s as the labor movements grew.  By the 
early 1900’s it was slowly, being recognized by most of the states.  

 
Most of us enjoy Labor Day as the last official mark of summer.  After Labor Day, we usually look 

toward fall.  The old adage that you do not wear white after Labor Day, is a recognition of that (I 
think?) In many northern states, they do not begin school until after Labor Day.  

 
Why talk about a civil holiday?  In Scripture it often talks about Shepherds, what does a shepherd 

do but labor?  In a couple of parables, Jesus also talked about laborers.  
 
“For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning to hire 

laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his 
vineyard. And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, and to 
them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ So they went. 
Going out again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. And about the eleventh 
hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all 
day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard 
too.’ And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and 
pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ And when those hired about the 
eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. (Matthew 20:1-9) 

 
We often forget how needed laborers are for our lives here on earth. On Labor day most of us will 

be home, sitting back watching TV in our air conditioned houses, cooking on a BBQ, and enjoying 
our day off. However, where would that day be without the laborers?  All those folks who make the 
AC happen (like here at church), the TV we watch happen, the folks that work on the broadcast end, 
the butcher who cut the meat, the worker who built the BBQ grill.  We often forget the work that is 
involved for us to be able to enjoy our life.  Is it any wonder Paul wrote: “For the Scripture says, “You 
shall not muzzle an ox when it treads out the grain,” and, “The laborer deserves his 
wages.” (1Timothy 5:18) 

 
Even God valued the laborer.  Six days you shall labor, and do all your work, but the seventh day 

is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or your 
daughter, your male servant, or your female servant, or your livestock, or the sojourner who is within 
your gates. For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them, and 
rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. (Exodus 
20:9-11) 

 
We live in a culture that values hard work.  There is nothing wrong with hard work, but we also 

need to balance that off with enjoying the gifts that God has given us.   
 
I hope that you enjoy your Labor Day, day off, and may God bless those who will have to work, so 

we can enjoy our time off. 
 
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. (Matthew 11:28) 

 
 
Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Marshall 
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OTHER NEWS 

Sunday School 
Attendance for the 
month of August 

 
Adults:  
Don Richter 
Pat Baughman 
Tricia & Harold Jacobs 
Sharon Calabretta 
Donna Marshall 
Cathy Webb 
Pastor Marshall 

Another Craft Day in the 
Fellowship Hall 

 
There will be another craft 
afternoon on September 7th 
in the Fellowship Hall 
starting at 1 pm. These are 
such enjoyable afternoons 
with other crafters from our 
church. We really enjoy 
creativity and fellowship. 
Please join us with 
whatever craft you like and 
a snack. 

Baptismal 
Anniversaries for the 
month of September 
 
Jeanette Bunting 
Phillip Dunger 
Christian Dunger 
Erin Foster 
Steve Lochmann 
Faithe Summer 
Steve Shorts 
Mitch Wessels 
Hope Puddephatt 
Pete Smykla 

 
 
 
 
 
Sunday Average Attendance 
for last half of July & first half of 
August —  40 
 
Sunday Average Attendance 
online for last half of July & first 
half of August —  7 
  
Views —  9 
 
Last half of July & first half of 
August Offerings —  $13,418.50 

Our Peeling Paring Knife is the perfect tool for 
all your kitchen needs! Cut, peel, pare - fruit, 
veggies, meats - this knife does it all. And now 
it's FREE with any purchase of $22 or more. 
Please support our group Trinity 
Lutheran Church, through this Rada 
Cutlery fundraiser! Click this 
link https://radafundraising.com?
rfsn=5544767.dbcf947 start shopping. 
Thank you!  
USE CODE PEEL22 AT CHECKOUT 
Place the R102 Peeling Paring plus an 
additional $22 of product into your cart; 
once you add the discount code, the knife 

Birthdays for the  
month of September 

 
8 Rachel Clinton 
9 James Marshall 
10 Matthew Shorts 
16 Cherrie Bradley 
24 Ben Bradley 
29 Gary McClure 
29 Casey Bunting 
If we forgot you, we 
apologize, it means we most 
likely don’t have it. Please 
see that the office receives 
it. Thanks 

https://radafundraising.com/?rfsn=5544767.dbcf947
https://radafundraising.com/?rfsn=5544767.dbcf947
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LWML NEWS 

Pat Baughman opened the August LWML 
Mary Guild meeting with a devotion entitled, 
"Welcoming the Light." (Isaiah 21:11-13) Isaiah 
described the world of his day: wars, little 
countries caught in the middle of wars, people 
desperate and wondering what would happen 
next.  Watchmen were on duty on the city walls 
twenty-fours a day. "Watchman, what time of 
the night?" inquired the people.  Watchman 
replied, "Morning comes." Yes, the morning 
comes and Jesus's Word is being proclaimed 
by Christians throughout the world.  "For God 
did not send His Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but to save the world 
through Him." (John 3:17) 

 
Roll call was answered by ten members 

and Pastor Marshall.  The minutes were 
approved followed by the officers' reports.  We 
discussed sponsoring a seminary 
student.  Pastor Marshall will obtain 
information about this. There was one birthday 
celebrant, Susan Marshall, who, unfortunately 
could not attend the meeting.  Hostess for the 
day was Karen Witt. 

 
September 5, 2024:  Devotion---Kaye Meins 
                                  Topic----Pastor Marshall 
                                   Hostess----Julie Shorts 
                                   Mission Project--
Monetary donation for Lutheran Braille 
Workers 

 
Cherrie Bradley led a discussion based on 

the hymn, "Take My Life and Let It 
Be."  Hymns and songs of praise have been 
used in worship settings for generations.  They 
are used to praise the Holy One, to lift the 
people's spirits and remind us that our Lord 
has called us to serve Him. This particular 

Esther Guild Mailbox Member 
Program 

 
Esther Guild mailbox member group is 

available to those who cannot commit to a 
monthly, in person, meeting. As a member, 
each month you will receive an email with a 
devotion, news around LWML, and have an 
opportunity to contribute to mites that 
support the missions of Lutheran Women in 
Mission. Here is a link to the bible study that 
was sent out in July. Take a look and see 
what you think Go Ahead, Jump! - Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League 
(360unite.com) 

If you are not on the Esther Guild mailing 
list and would like to be, please let Erin 
Foster know and she will add you to the 
group. 

hymn is a testament of our dedication to the 
Lord.  Each line begins with "take" as we 
offer ourselves to the service of God.  As the 
group discussion progressed Cherrie helped 
remind us of the many things we can do to 
spread the Word and how we can help the 
poor and lost in the world.     

 
Take My Life and Let It Be 

 
Take my life and let it be consecrated, 

Lord, to Thee. 
Take my moments and my days, let 

them flow in ceaseless praise. 
Take my hands, and let them move at 

the impulse of Thy love. 
Take my feet, and let them be swift and 

beautiful for Thee. 
Take my voice, and let me sing always, 

only for my King. 
 

Submitted by 
Kaye Meins 
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"Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his 
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The significance of Patriot Day 
Three months after the 2001 terrorist attacks, Congress approved a joint resolution designating 
September 11 as Patriot Day. Every year, we pause to remember the lives lost and changed on 
that autumn morning. 
 
The resolution requests that each year the president issue a proclamation calling on the American 
people and state and local governments to observe the day with appropriate activities. Those in-
clude remembrance services, candlelight vigils, moments of silence and flying the U.S. flag at half-
staff. 
 
In his 2023 proclamation President Biden said, “Together, may we continue to demonstrate that 
the rights and freedoms that those terrorists sought to destroy on September 11, 2001, remain un-
wavering — strengthened by generations of Americans who have dared all and risked all to defend, 
protect and preserve our democracy.” 

Being Christ amid pain 

 

In December 2023, a tanker truck carrying 9,000 gallons of gasoline tipped on its side in 
Totona, Liberia. For two hours, a party atmosphere ensued as people living in poverty rushed to 
gather gas dripping from the vehicle. But then, the tanker suddenly exploded. Dozens of people 
died instantly or were severely burned. Thousands have endured deep trauma and grief. How 
could life go on? Where was God? 

Yet, life did go on — not easily, but in this way: Medical staff and others rallied to care for all who 
were suffering physically and emotionally. A nearby church held comforting worship services, and 
its choir went to homes to sing messages of hope. Parishes and disaster-response ministries sent 
teams from near and far to support people through post-traumatic stress, income loss due to 
disability, the birth of babies whose young fathers had died in the blast, children’s transition back to 
school and more. 

These Christian caregivers and comforters couldn’t bring instant, perfect healing. But by 
connecting with people who were grieving and struggling, they have become the presence of 
Christ. 

Where is God? There, in the midst and aftermath of pain, working unceasingly to bring new life. 
 

—Heidi Hyland Mann (source: Living Lutheran, May 13, 2024) 
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Trinity Lutheran Church 

4200 Old Warren Road 

Pine Bluff, AR   71603 

Tel. No. (870) 534-4316 

Fax. (870) 534-5494 

Return Service Requested 

Recipient’s Name 

Street Address 

City State   95555 

Trinity Lutheran Church Pine Bluff, Arkansas 

www.facebook.com/trinityowr youtube.com/@trinitylutheranchurch8885  


