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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
I want to talk about a different topic this month and it is a little 
different.  It is about the change in technology we have experienced 
in the past 30+ years. 
 
Some of you are older than I and some of you are younger than I, but 
technology touches us all. 
 
Last year in May, I started having problems with my cell phone. Many 

of you have heard some of this story, but this is the full version. We were on our way to Little Rock 
for one of my wife’s Dr. appts. On the way up there, I wanted her to make a phone call or something 
(I always want my wife to handle my cell phone when driving.  It forces me not to pay attention to it.) 
The problem was my phone would not work. I said we will look at it later. When I finally had a chance 
to look, all it did was give me a message that the phone could not connect to the network.  When we 
were done, we went to the ATT store to try and track down what was going on. After two or three 
tries we finally found out what was going on.  Sonmeone had filed an insurance claim on my phone 
and wanted the replacement delivered to New York City (one of the boroughs). They would ask if I 
knew anyone up there (My nephew) and stuff like that. Turns out it was a scam. Turns out it had 
happened a month earlier and was just now catching up with my phone line. 

 
The Insurance company had blacklisted my phone. We pushed through, I used my secondary 

phone and finally said I was done.  I went down to ATT got a new phone and a new number and 
ended it. I also wrote polite but strongly worded letters to each company complaining about how I 
had been treated.  

 
I was still paying for the phone, that is what aggravated me the most. Then I got a phone call from 

ATT telling me I had dropped a phone that was needed to get the special pricing on the phone I just 
got. It took a month or two, but by the time we were done, the old phone was removed from my plan 
and paid off. The new phone got paid off. But one problem remained. 

 
Have you ever noticed how our lives had become bound to our cell phone numbers?  I mean 

literally everything we do is tied to our cell phone number. 
 
My sisters Medicaid, they could not get in touch with me as they were calling the old number.  

Trying to get into some sites that require what is called Second Factor Authentication, requires 
access to the old number! It is absolutely crazy.  

 
When we look at our lives, have we ever considered how much sin is tied into our lives? I don’t 

mean just attached but interwoven.  Just like that cell phone number, trying to get rid of sin in our 
lives is impossible. It is permanently attached to us.  

 
So, what do we do? Trust in the means of Grace. There is a reason God gives us Baptism and 

the Lord’s Supper. God gives to us those means to separate us from the sin that is so deeply woven 
into our lives. God says we are forgiven. It is like we get a new phone number with a new carrier that 
separates us from that old one.  We are forgiven. Now understand we were already forgiven when 
Christ died on the cross, but those means of grace are our personal assurance it is ours. 

 
I know the story of my phone is a long one, but so is the story of our sinfulness. The best part is 

God fixes all things in our spiritual lives. And we do not have to worry about anything hanging 
around.  Yes, we will still be bothered by things, we will still commit sins. Yet unlike the phone 
company, with God there is grace. And it is ours.  
 
Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Marshall 
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OTHER NEWS 

Sunday School 
Attendance for the 

month of June 

 
Children: 
Baliegh Crook 
Kaleigh Frye 
 
Adults:  
Tricia & Harold Jacobs 
Bill Witt 
Donna & Pastor Marshall 
Erin Foster 
Phillip & Amanda Dunger 
Cathy Webb 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday Average Attendance for 
last Sunday of May & first half of 
June—  46 
 
Sunday Average Attendance 
online for last Sunday of May& 
first half of June—  4 
  
Views —  10 
 
Last Sunday of May& first half of 
June Offerings —  $20323.65 

Baptismal 
Anniversaries for the 

month of July 
 
Karen Witt 
JP Dunger 
Harold Jacobs 
Christa Burrus 
Millie Kroll 
Waymond Meins 
Cade Mizell 
Cadyn Mizell 
Jonathan Marshall 
Cormick Riederer 
Kingston Riederer 
Mannix Riederer 
Danelle Riederer 

Are there cookouts and 
family get-togethers in your 

future? Get all the knives 
and utensils you'll need 
through our fundraiser! 

Profits from your purchase go 
to our group Trinity 

Lutheran Church. Simply 
click the link below to 

shop. THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR SUPPORT! 

 https://radafundraising.com?
rfsn=5544767.dbcf947 

Birthdays for the  
month of July 

 
1 Zac Dodge 
3 Danelle Riederer 
5 Judy Raddle 
6 Lilly Kelley 
8 Tony Bergeron 
9 Mike McKenzie 
11 Elisabeth Proctor 
12 Lura Campbell 
13 Suzanne Bergeron 
16 Cathy Web 
17 David Gray 
25 Dan Rice 
28 John Alexander 
29 Jack Thompson 
If we forgot you, we 
apologize, it means we most 
likely don’t have it. Please 
see that the office receives it. 
Thanks 

On July 20th our worship 
service will be a lay service 
done by our elders and no 
communion as Pastor is 
attending the National Youth 
Gathering in New Orleans 

https://radafundraising.com/?rfsn=5544767.dbcf947
https://radafundraising.com/?rfsn=5544767.dbcf947


3 

 

LWML NEWS 
 

Mary Guild met on June 5, 2025.  The 
opening devotion was given by Karen Witt, 
"The Secret of Happiness Comes from the 
Knowledge of Jesus and His Salvation for Us--
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18.  Roll call was 
answered by ten members and Pastor 
Marshall. 

 
A collection of cereal was donated by Mary 

Guild members.  Approximately forty boxes 
were delivered that afternoon to the city cereal 
drive. 

 
Karen Witt held a Bible study "Where Are 

the Dead'?  When Christians die they will 
receive a glorified body and enter into their 
eternal home with God.  They will be with 
Jesus. 

 
In July, Arleen Parsley will open the 

meeting with a devotion, Phyllis Dunger has 
the topic and Cherrie Bradley will serve as 
hostess.  The mission project for July will be a 
donation of hygiene products such as bath 
soap, deodorant and shampoo to Megan's 
Closet.  Megan Raddle keeps those supplies 
to give to middle school children in need of 
them. 

 
Closed with the League Pledge 

 
Submitted by  
Kaye Meins 

. 
 

Esther Guild Mailbox 
Member Group 

 
This month Esther Guild 
is recognizing the work 
of Heart to Heart Sisters 
in Christ, a part of 
Lutheran Women in 
Mission (LWML). Heart 

to Heart works to witness to and include all 
ethnicities in our Synod and in LWML. If you 
want to know more about this wonderful 
group and how you can participate go to 
Heart to Heart — Sisters of All Nations - 
Lutheran Women Missionary League to learn 
more. Our church has a rich community of 
people who are not familiar with the Lutheran 
Church and do not have a home church. 
Outreach is an important path to grow our 
family. Please consider ways this can be 
accomplished. 

Last month our congregation was very 
generous to our neighbors in need by 
providing food to Neighbor to Neighbor. 
Please continue the good work by bringing 
food to the church. The collection spot is in 
the narthex, and it is taken to Neighbor to 
Neighbor once a month toward the end of the 
month. 

Do you want to participate in LWML but do 
not have the time for a monthly meeting? 
Esther Guild Mailbox Member program is a 
way for you to become involved. You will 
receive a monthly email with devotions, 
crafts, LWML news, and other news. You can 
stay up to date on what is going on locally, 
around the zone, the district, and at the 
national level. Please let Erin Foster know if 
you would like to receive this email and she 
can get you signed up. 

 
Submitted by  
Erin Foster 
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Trinity Lutheran Church 

4200 Old Warren Road 

Pine Bluff, AR   71603 

Tel. No. (870) 534-4316 

Return Service Requested 

Recipient’s Name 

Street Address 

City State   95555 

Trinity Lutheran Church Pine Bluff, Arkansas 

www.facebook.com/trinityowr youtube.com/@trinitylutheranchurch8885  


