
1 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
As we begin the New Year, I would like to discuss something. 
 
As we get into the new year we will hear from Matthew 2.  
 

Mat 2:12-15  And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to 
their own country by another way.  (13)  Now when they had departed, behold, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and 
his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to 
search for the child, to destroy him.”  (14)  And he rose and took the child and his 
mother by night and departed to Egypt  (15)  and remained there until the death of 
Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I 
called my son.” 
 
Joseph takes the baby Jesus and his mother to Egypt for safety. Very often this is 
called seeking sanctuary. That word is used a lot these days in political discourse, but 
I want to concentrate on the religious part of the word. 
 
Sanctuary can also be used for the place where we worship. When I took my worship 
course in the seminary we went through the basic parts of the church. Of course, 
when we enter the church, we usually enter through what is called a Narthex. I had 
one church that did not have a Narthex you entered right into the Sanctuary.  
 
The Narthex acts as a place where people can visit and conduct church business.  We 
have signup sheets there and all sorts of other things (Portals of Prayers, Devotional 
books, informational brochures.) That leaves the Sanctuary as a place of worship.  
 
We consider the Sanctuary a sacred space. We worship there and gather there as 
family. One of the uses of the sanctuary is also meditation before Worship. A number 
of our members use the Sanctuary before worship for this exact purpose.  
 
One of the things we need to make sure of is to keep the noise in the sanctuary at a 
minimum during this time to afford them the tranquility they deserve. One of the ways 
to do this is to keep conversations that are loud out in the Narthex. 
 
Now before someone jumps all over me.  I know we are all getting older and we are all 
little hard of hearing.  (Some of us more so, my hand is up!) One of the constant 
battles my wife and I have is being able to hear each other. One of the ways to help 
that issue, is to make sure you are looking at the person and talking to them so they 
can see you.  I know it sounds strange, but it does help. 
 
It is just a common courtesy for each other allowing folks who want some quiet time 
before worship to have that quiet time.  We have plenty of spaces in our church for 
conversation. Let us be courteous to one another. 
 
May you all have a blessed New Year and may God shower his blessings upon you. 
 
Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Marshall 
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OTHER NEWS 

Sunday School 
Attendance for the 

month of December 
 
Children:  
Kaleigh Frye 
Brennick Riederer 
Ainsley Riederer 
Espen Riederer 
Hope Puddephatt 
Emelie Saylor 
Baleigh Crook 
Oliver Floyd 
Mannix Reiderer 
Kingston Riederer 
Cormick Riederer 
Wyatt Rhodes 
Mattie Raddle 
Jasper Rhodes 
 
Adults: 
Tricia & Harold Jacobs 
Bill Witt 
Phyllis Dunger 
Steve Lochmann 
Waymond Meins 
Donna & Pastor Marshall 
Susan Marshall 
Dan & Danelle Riederer 
Erin Foster 
Lynne Russell 
Cathy Webb 
Amanda & Phillip Dunger 

 
 
 
 
 
Sunday Average Attendance for 
last Sunday of November& first 
half of December—  55 
 
Sunday Average Attendance 
online for last Sunday of 
November & first half of 
December —  15 
 
Last Sunday of November & first 
half of December Offerings — 
$54,192.92 

Baptismal 
Anniversaries for the 

month of January 
 
Melodie Bradley 
Gene Forrest 
Joyce Anne Green 
Betty Rice 
James Thompson 

RIEDERER ROLLERS 
“WE WILL ROLL IN, 

HELP, AND ROLL OUT!” 
 

The Riederer family, as 
part of their homeschool 
studies, have a “helping 
business.”  As Ecclesiastes 
4:9 states, “Two are better 
than one, because they have a 
good return for their labor.”   

We have SIX (plus a 
parent).   

We have experience in 
yard work, cleaning and 
organizing, painting, light 
power washing, etc.   

Payment is negotiable 
based on time and job 
requirements.   

Contact the “Riederer 
Rollers” for help!  Flyers are 
available in the church 
Narthex with more 
information.   

Call or text Danelle at  
262-227-0660 or email 

at driederer1@me.com to 
schedule your helpers. 

Birthdays for the  
month of January 

 
5 Melodie Bradley 
7 Pat Parsley 
9 Espen Riederer 
10 Rachel Lochmann 
16 Kathy Iverson 
20 Julie Shorts 
23 Mattie Raddle 
25 Charleen Weathers 
If we forgot you, we 
apologize, it means we most 
likely don’t have it. Please 
see that the office receives it. 
Thanks 

2026 Flower Chart 

needs filling. Please 

take a look and see if 

there is a date for you 

to have flowers on the 

altar. Cost is $40. 

mailto:driederer1@me.com
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LWML NEWS 
 
The members of Mary 
Guild had a merry 
time at their annual 
Christmas Party on 
December 4th. Phyllis 

Dunger started the party off with a devotion 
and then led us in the Common Table Prayer. 
We ate, we chatted, we laughed and we 
played games. It was an afternoon of fun and 
fellowship. 

We met the goal of 1050 peanut butter 
crackers and cheese crackers for Tucker 
Prison. The 332 packages that were left over 
we voted to send to Opportunity House.  

The first Mary Guild meeting of 2026 will be 
held on January 8. Karen Witt has the 
devotion, topic and will serve as hostess. The 
mission project is a monetary donation to 
Trinity Hope in Haiti. They will use the 
donation to feed children. 

 
Submitted by Kaye Meins 

Esther Guild Mailbox Member 
Group 

 

The December email for Esther 
Guild was a quiet one. A Mustard 

Seed devotion was provided called “It is a 
New Day”. Christmas bookmarks were 
provided for coloring. The bookmarks are a 
way to remember our savior is born. Members 
were also encouraged to remember to give 
food to Neighbor to Neighbor. We had a very 
generous contribution of food to them for the 
month of December. We appreciate everyone 
supporting this organization. 

Esther Guild is an online LWML group that 
receives an email once a month with 
devotions, ideas to serve, news, and bible 
studies. If you would like to be included in 
receiving this email, please let Erin know by 
sending an email to emboggan@gmail.com. 

 
Submitted by  
Erin Foster 
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YOUTH EVENTS 
 

Trinity Lutheran Youth Group will be selling sub sandwiches 
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LUTHERAN CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 
 

 
 
 

Looking to grow your investments before the year ends? 
Lock in a competitive 4% rate with LCEF’s 12- or 18-month 
term notes when you invest before December 31. Open an 
account with a minimum investment of $500.  
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Trinity Lutheran Church 

4200 Old Warren Road 

Pine Bluff, AR   71603 

Tel. No. (870) 534-4316 

Return Service Requested 

Recipient’s Name 

Street Address 

City State   95555 

Trinity Lutheran Church Pine Bluff, Arkansas 

www.facebook.com/trinityowr youtube.com/@trinitylutheranchurch8885  


