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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
As we turn towards Easter I am reminded of our trip to Israel in 2022. 
As Jesus and his disciple’s climbed the mountain to Jerusalem, they would have come to the Mount 
of Olives. The Mount of Olives is a mount to the east of Jerusalem. Jerusalem sits on a peninsula of 
land that has two valleys that border each side of it. The Kidron valley forms the east boundary of 
Jerusalem. The old city of David is lower and sticks out into the Kidron Valley. As Jesus approaches 
Jerusalem he is standing on top of the Mount of Olives looking over the Kidron Valley in the walled 
city of Jerusalem. Remember he makes his one prediction.  

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often would I have 
gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! See, your 
house is left to you desolate. For I tell you, you will not see me again, until you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord.’” (Mat 23:37-39) 

You can just imagine Jesus looking over the city as he sees the utter hopelessness there. He then descends the hill as it 
is quite steep into the lower part of the mount towards Gethsemane. This is an Olive Grove and the trees would have 
been thick, except where the pathway was. This area was overflow area for the city. The disciples and Jesus would have 
picked out an area for them to put the bedrolls down and established their base camp for the coming week. From there 
they can look over to the city and see the comings and goings of the people. They look over towards the main gates. As 
they prepare to enter, they move over to the entrance gate. Now the entrance gate is much closer into the old city than it 
is today. It goes into the city which then would have roads leading toward the Temple complex. Remember that Jesus the 
week before has healed Lazarus and raised him from the dead. So folks would have been talking about him. As he 
enters the city, there is a murmur among the people, and they gather by the city gate and as he approaches the gate the 
disciples bring him a donkey to ride. 

Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his 
disciples and said to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately as you enter it you will find a colt tied, 
on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord 
has need of it and will send it back here immediately.’” And they went away and found a colt tied at a door outside in 
the street, and they untied it. And some of those standing there said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 
And they told them what Jesus had said, and they let them go. And they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their 
cloaks on it, and he sat on it. And many spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they 
had cut from the fields. And those who went before and those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest!” 
And he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple. And when he had looked around at everything, as it was 
already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. (Mar 11:1-11) 

The riding of the donkey was a prophecy told by Zechariah in the Old Testament. The humble king riding into the city in 
triumph, shown by the people as they laid down the cloaks and the palm branches to pave a way into the city. As he 
winds his way through the narrow streets, they get closer to the temple complex. As he gets to the entrance, he 
dismounts and walks in with his disciples.  
We have the incidents that take place (The money changers), and he goes back out of the city gates and back across the 
valley to the campsite in the Garden of Gethsemane. Jesus is one of hundreds and of thousands of people there for the 
Passover celebration. Later in the week they go into the city again to celebrate Passover together. It is early in the day as 
they must use someone’s house/room that will have a family Passover later. After Passover they again go out of the city 
and back to their campsite. At this point Judas has already separated himself from the group. 
They go back to the campsite and then go to pray in one of the empty areas. As Jesus prays the time is getting late, 
when the troops arrive. How would they know where Jesus is? Judas is their guide. He not only betrays Jesus, but he 
leads them to where Jesus and his disciples are camped. They take him prisoner and then lead him to Caiaphas house, 
and then later that morning to the meeting place in the temple complex. Things are moving faster now as they want this 
over with. They judge him and then take him to Pilate who is at the Temple complex in the Antonia Fortress the 
Governors palace in Jerusalem.  
The Antonia Fortress is where the Pilate judges him and finally condemns him. At this point Jesus must be led out of the 
city and to the place of the Skull (Golgotha) (The path out of the city is marked by the Via Delarosa, or the way of 
suffering). The place of the Skull was a landmark. It is by the road, where people can see the victims of Roman 
judgement. Jesus is processed out of the town to the area where he will be put on the cross. It had to be out of the city as 
the death sentence was not carried out inside the city itself. Plus, remember he will be laid to rest. He is put up on the 
cross, it is now about noon. Jesus has now been awake for over 24 hours. He also has not eaten since the night before. 
He is not getting water. He has also been scourged (whipped.) 
He fails quickly on the cross. It is a form of suffocation. As it is getting closer to sundown and it is the day before the 
Sabbath, they endeavor to get this over. The order to break the legs is given, however Jesus looks to be already dead. 
Quickly confirming his death Joseph of Arimathea goes directly to Pilate to petition for Jesus body. (It is very possible he 
had to pay for this privilege), Jesus is taken down and hurriedly taken to a nearby tomb (hundreds of feet away.) He is 
then put into the shrouds or cloths and left till Sunday (The first day of the week) Jesus is given an honorable burial. The 
Ladies will come on the first day of the week will bring spices (Frankincense and Myrrh) and ritually wash the body to 
prepare it for a proper burial.  
Having walked many of these roads and the paths I can tell you it was humbling to think of what took place such a long 
time ago. One of the most moving experiences was to have communion in The Garden Tomb, one of the two places that 
claims to be the spot where Jesus was put to death. The Garden Tomb is much lower key compared to the Church of the 
Holy Sepulcher.  
 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Marshall 
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OTHER NEWS 

Sunday School 
Attendance for the 
month of  February 

 
Students: 
Ainsley Riederer 
Espen Riederer 
Emily Saylor 
Oliver Floyd 
Mannix Reiderer 
Kingston Riederer 
Cormick Riederer 
 
Adults: 
Cathy Webb 
Pat Baughman 
Tricia & Harold Jacobs 
Bill & Karen Witt 
Phyllis Dunger 
Julie Shorts 
Steve & Julie Shorts 
Susan Marshall 
Dan & Danelle Riederer 
Brennick Reiderer 
Erin Foster 
Pastor Marshall 
 

 
 
 
 
Sunday Average Attendance for 
February—  44 
 
Sunday Average Attendance 
online for  February —  31 
 
February Offerings — $22,117.50  

Baptismal 
Anniversaries for the 

month of  April 
 
Sharon Calabretta 
Art Kroll, Jr 
Siri Richter 
Dorothy Herrod 
Rachel Lochmann 
Lloyd Wessels 
Sherry Reed 
Phyllis Dunger 
Annette Dodge 
Carole Michael 
Don Richter 
Jeffery Bunting 
Brennick Riederer 

Thank you to everyone 
who helped clean up the 
church property prior to 
Arleen Parsley’s 95th 
birthday celebration, to 
those who were able to 
attend and to all who 
stayed afterwards to help 
clean up. We truly do 
appreciate and love our 
church family!!! 
 
The Parsley Family 

Birthdays for the  
month of April 

  
2 Stephanie Thompson 
3 Dan Riederer 
10 Mark Raddle 
12 Karen Witt 
21 Brandon Howard 
 
If we forgot you, we 
apologize, it means we most 
likely don’t have it. Please 
see that the office receives it. 
Thanks 

CRAFT DAY 
"You are invited to join us on 
Saturday, April 4th, at 1 pm for 
Craft Day in the fellowship hall. 
Bring anything you want to work 
on. It is as easy as a coloring 
book or a crossword puzzle. We 
enjoy the fellowship and crafting 
time. It is a peaceful and enjoya-
ble time." 

TRIVIA NIGHT 
"We have 2 complete tables for 
Lutheran Camp at Petit Jean 
Trivia Night fundraiser. If you 
have agreed to participate, 
please give Erin Foster $5 per 
person to pay for the tables. If 
you do not already have a TLC 
polo shirt, with our logo on it, I 
will need to get your size. The 
church is providing the polo shirt 
and a cap, also with the TLC 
logo, for you to wear that even-
ing. Our team names will be 
Trinity Troublemakers Team 1 
and Trinity Troublemakers Team 
2, unless someone comes up 
with something better." 

Thank you to my church family 
 

Thank you so much for 
helping me Celebrate my 95th 
birthday and for all who made it 
possible. Also thanks for letting 
us use the fellowship hall. 
 
Sincerely, Arleen Parsley 

Thank you to everyone 
who helped with the 
church clean up on 
Saturday, March 21st. 
The church yard has 
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LWML NEWS 
 
The March meeting of 

Mary Guild began 

with a devotion given 

by Tricia Jacobs.  The 

devotion, "Be Still and 

Know that I am God" was based on Psalm 

46.  With all the violence in the world, 

Christians must remember that Jesus is at war 

with the forces of evil. 

During the business portion of the meeting, 

several items were discussed.  The members 

were encouraged to start thinking about a 

theme and a date for the fall rally  here at 

Trinity.  We received a report on the Board 

Meeting that met recently in 

Gillette.  Information also was presented 

concerning the LWML Mid-South District 

Convention.  The convention will be in 

Springdale, AR on June 12-14, 2026. 

The March mission project for Mary Guild 

was to sponsor an animal(s) for Lutheran 

World Relief.  We collected two hundred 

dollars and were able to sponsor two goats 

and a pig. 

Arleen Parsley presented the topic "We 

Receive Gift Upon Gift" from God.  She used 

the Lutheran Women's Quarterly as a 

resource. 

Tricia Jacobs served as hostess. 

In April, Cherrie Bradley will give both the 

devotion and the topic.  Karen Witt is 

hostess.  The mission project is a monetary 

collection for Lutheran Bible Translators. 

We closed with the League Pledge. 

 

Closed with the League Pledge. 
Submitted by Kaye Meins 

Esther Guild Mailbox Member Group 
 

The March email of Esther Guild Mailbox 
Member Group focused on Spring. It talked 
about wiggly kids in church and how we, as 
adults, can see the service from the eyes of a 
child. The devotion, Always the Cross, helps 
us see that. There were coloring projects also 
attached to help a person meditate on Holy 
Week and Easter. These resources can be 
found at the LWML website here Home - 
Lutheran Women&#39;s 
Missionary League. 
If you would like to receive the Esther Guild 
monthly Mailbox Member email, please let 
Erin Foster know. She can add you to the list. 

 
Submitted by  
Erin Foster 
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Trinity Lutheran Church 

4200 Old Warren Road 

Pine Bluff, AR   71603 

Tel. No. (870) 534-4316 

Return Service Requested 

Recipient’s Name 
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City State   95555 

Trinity Lutheran Church Pine Bluff, Arkansas 

www.facebook.com/trinityowr youtube.com/@trinitylutheranchurch8885  


