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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
The past two months have been a chore.  First Donna got sick, and then the ice storm and 
we all stayed home at least a week, and some of us for two weeks. 
 
I first need to say thank you to all of you.  The support and prayers you gave us while Donn 
a was in the hospital were a tremendous help.  We are not finished with her illness yet, but I 
pray we are on the road to recovery. 

 
I want to share with you a passage from Matthew: 
Mat 25:31-46  “When the Son of Man comes in his glory and all his angels are with him, he will sit on his 
glorious throne.  (32)  The people of every nation will be gathered in front of him. He will separate them as a 
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.  (33)  He will put the sheep on his right but the goats on his 
left.  (34)  “Then the king will say to those on his right, ‘Come, my Father has blessed you! Inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the creation of the world.  (35)  I was hungry, and you gave me something to eat. I was 
thirsty, and you gave me something to drink. I was a stranger, and you took me into your home.  (36)  I 
needed clothes, and you gave me something to wear. I was sick, and you took care of me. I was in prison, and 
you visited me.’  (37)  “Then the people who have God’s approval will reply to him, ‘Lord, when did we see you 
hungry and feed you or see you thirsty and give you something to drink?  (38)  When did we see you as a 
stranger and take you into our homes or see you in need of clothes and give you something to 
wear?  (39)  When did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’  (40)  “The king will answer them, ‘I can 
guarantee this truth: Whatever you did for one of my brothers or sisters, no matter how unimportant ⌞they 
seemed⌞, you did for me.’  (41)  “Then the king will say to those on his left, ‘Get away from me! God has 
cursed you! Go into everlasting fire that was prepared for the devil and his angels!  (42)  I was hungry, and 
you gave me nothing to eat. I was thirsty, and you gave me nothing to drink.  (43)  I was a stranger, and you 
didn’t take me into your homes. I needed clothes, and you didn’t give me anything to wear. I was sick and in 
prison, and you didn’t take care of me.’  (44)  “They, too, will ask, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty 
or as a stranger or in need of clothes or sick or in prison and didn’t help you?’  (45)  “He will answer them, ‘I 
can guarantee this truth: Whatever you failed to do for one of my brothers or sisters, no matter how 
unimportant they seemed, you failed to do for me.’  (46)  “These people will go away into eternal punishment, 
but those with God’s approval will go into eternal life.” 
 
This passage from Matthew always impressed me. For several years, I simply did not get it. We all know that 
Jesus is telling us to share with others.  
 
But then I read a commentary which opened my eyes. Notice what Jesus does first? He does not see what 
they have done and then separates them; he separates them and tells them why he did it.  
 
Why would he do that? Because he knows mans heart. There is always this argument about works and faith.  
The letter by James highlights this by making this statement. Jas 2:14-18  My brothers and sisters, what good 
does it do if someone claims to have faith but doesn’t do any good things? Can this kind of faith save 
him?  (15)  Suppose a believer, whether a man or a woman, needs clothes or food  (16)  and one of you tells 
that person, “God be with you! Stay warm, and make sure you eat enough.” If you don’t provide for that 
person’s physical needs, what good does it do?  (17)  In the same way, faith by itself is dead if it doesn’t 
cause you to do any good things.  (18)  Another person might say, “You have faith, but I do good things.” 
Show me your faith apart from the good things you do. I will show you my faith by the good things I do. 
 
To put it in easily understood terms.  Faith shows itself by the works we do. We are not saved by works, but 
our works come out of faith. That is what Jesus was saying in Matthew. The people were judged righteous not 
because of the works they did, but the faith behind those works.  
 
Years ago, Mahatma Ghandi said this about Christians. "I like your Christ, but not your Christians".  Now he 
was not Christian. But he made a very clear point that we do not always live up to what it means to be a 
Christian.  Very often their is a disconnect between our beliefs and our works. This is not a criticism but a 
statement of fact, and I include myself in this statement. We do not always walk the walk or live the life we are 
supposed to. But this is where that Matthew passage comes in. Jesus looks into our hearts.  He does not look 
at our works. He judges us by our faith.  Thank the Lord for that. But I also pray that he encourages me to live 
my faith with others. 
 
It is not easy, but it is the life we are called to. 
 
Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Marshall 
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OTHER NEWS 

Sunday School 
Attendance for the 
month of  January 

 
Children:  
Ainsley Riederer 
Espen Riederer 
Oliver Floyd 
Mannix Reiderer 
Kingston Riederer 
Cormick Riederer 
Phillip Dunger 
 
Adults: 
Don Richter 
Tricia & Harold Jacobs 
Bill & Karen Witt 
Phyllis Dunger 
Steve Lochmann 
Steve & Julie Shorts 
Susan Marshall 
Dan & Danelle Riederer 
Brennick Reiderer 
Erin Foster 
Cathy Webb 

 
 
 
 
 
Sunday Average Attendance for 
January—  48 
 
Sunday Average Attendance 
online for  January —  5 
 
January Offerings — $10,829.04 
(3 Sundays only) 

Baptismal 
Anniversaries for the 

month of  March 
 
Charleen Weathers 
Julie Shorts 
Pat Parsley 
Arleen Parsley 
Kaye Meins 
Charlene Kiniston 

Birthdays for the  
month of March 

  
2 Maribeth Floyd 
3 Arleen Parsley 
3 Eddie Parsley 
4 Art Kroll, Jr 
5 Phyllis Dunger 
7 Margaret Alexander 
9 Dallas Cossey 
19 Brennick Riederer 
20 Jeffery Bunting 
25 Don Richter 
29 Tricia Jacobs 
 
If we forgot you, we 
apologize, it means we most 
likely don’t have it. Please 
see that the office receives it. 
Thanks 

Special thank you from 

Waymond and Kaye.  

“Thank you for all the 

prayers in our surgeries. 

God bless all of you.” 

We will be having the Fellowship hall 

floors cleaned and buffed by Tracie's 

cleaning crew. This is over and above 

the normal monthly cleaning and will 

cost us $750. We will be using the 

carryover from last year to cover this.  
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LWML NEWS 
 
 
“Make room for one 
more.”  Julie Shorts 
read in the book of 
Isaiah that we are to 

share food with the hungry and provide shelter 
for the poor wanderer.  God tells us in Isaiah to 
provide for the oppressed and in need.  We 
can al. make room f or one more to help.  

The Mary Guild officers gave their reports.  
Julie asked the members to help provide 
flowers for the church by signing the flower 
chart for 2026. 

Karen Witt presented a topic on interesting 
facts in the Bible.  She also served as the 
hostess.  The mission project for January was 
a monetary donation to Trinity Hope, Haiti.  We 
will be sending $250 to them to help feed 
starving children in Haiti. 

In February, Pat Baughman will open the 
meeting with devotion.  Phyllis Dunger will 
present a topic.  Gene Forrest is hostess.  The 
mission project is a monetary gift got Lutheran 
Heritage Foundation 

Closed with the League Pledge. 
Submitted by Kaye Meins 

Esther Guild Mailbox Member Group 
 
 
In February’s Mailbox Member Group, 
we looked at the idea of sacrificing for 
Lent. The devotion provided was called 

“What an Opportunity”. This devotion encouraged us to 
do something positive for the 40 days of Lent as 
opposed to giving something up. The suggestions were 
to send 40 Thank You notes to people in our lives and 
tell them how much we appreciate them. Another 
suggestion was to set aside more time for Bible Study. 
We can also use a Lenten Bible Journaling, and it can 
be found on the here  
Lenten Bible Journaling - Lutheran Women's Missionary 
League.(https://www.lwml.org/posts/free-resources/
lenten-bible-jounaling) However, you choose to 
celebrate Lent is a blessing to your faith. 
 
If you would like to receive the Esther Guild monthly 
Mailbox Member email, please let Erin Foster know. 
She can add you to the list. 
 

Submitted by 
Erin Foster 

 

https://www.lwml.org/posts/free-resources/lenten-bible-jounaling?month=7&year=2020
https://www.lwml.org/posts/free-resources/lenten-bible-jounaling?month=7&year=2020
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Trinity Lutheran Church 

4200 Old Warren Road 

Pine Bluff, AR   71603 

Tel. No. (870) 534-4316 

Return Service Requested 

Recipient’s Name 

Street Address 

City State   95555 

Trinity Lutheran Church Pine Bluff, Arkansas 

www.facebook.com/trinityowr youtube.com/@trinitylutheranchurch8885  


